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At Intack Primary School, we believe that learning should be a positive experience and that children learn best through first-hand experiences. We aim to do this through regular and sustained opportunities to explore and experiment outside. We want our children to develop a love for the outdoors, which will in turn develop their well-being and social skills


Our values 
We value all and celebrate diversity within our school, the community, the UK and the wider world. 
We offer a broad and balanced curriculum, encompassing life skills, outdoor education, real life engaging opportunities and first-hand experience. We prepare children for the experiences, opportunities, responsibilities and challenges of life.
We encourage everyone within our community to work, learn together to achieve their full potential.
We promote the behaviour that underpins the British Values, including democracy, rule of law, mutual tolerance and respect of those with different faiths and beliefs.
Aims
This policy aims to support the staff at Intack primary school in their use of Outdoor Learning by providing the guidance, information and signposting necessary to ensure a consistent, whole-school approach.  It applies to the Senior Leadership Team (SLT), teachers, support staff, the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) and all adults that deliver or support Outdoor Learning at our school, including parent/carer helpers and volunteers.  It also has implications for the wider staff body, including the site manager, cleaners and catering team.
This policy aims to raise the profile of Outdoor Learning at IPS by keeping parents, carers and the wider community informed about our school’s approach.
It should be considered alongside other relevant policies, including our Safeguarding Policy, PSHE Policy, Behaviour Policy, Outdoor Behaviour Policy, Assessment Policy, Educational Visits Policy, Health and Safety Policy, and Inclusion Policy.

What is Outdoor Learning?
Outdoor Learning is an umbrella term for approaches that use activities and experiences in the outdoors to facilitate learning, improved health and wellbeing, and environmental awareness.  It takes place across the curriculum, as well as in sessions that focus on social and emotional development.  Outdoor Learning includes:
· Direct learning about nature and the outdoors in the outdoors;
· Learning in an outdoor space using natural materials as resources;
· Learning activities that capitalise on the greater space available outdoors;
· Learning activities that mirror indoor activities simply transferred outdoors;
· Specific programmes such as Forest School;
· Day and residential visits.

What are the benefits of Outdoor Learning?
The benefits of Outdoor Learning in schools have been widely documented.  Key benefits to pupils highlighted by the Department for Education include improvements in:
· Engagement in learning
· Behaviour and attitude in the classroom
· School attendance
· Academic achievement
· Connection to nature
· Social skills
· Physical health
· Mental health and wellbeing
Key benefits to teachers include improvements in:
· Job satisfaction
· Staff retention
· Quality of teaching and learning
· Professional development
(https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2023/05/16/children-nature-programme-the-importance-of-integrating-time-spent-in-nature-at-school/)
Other benefits of Outdoor Learning demonstrated by research include improvements in:
· Self-confidence 
· Risk management
· Taking responsibility
· A sense of place and engagement with the local community
· Care for the environment

Outdoor Learning at Intack Primary School
The pupils at IPS have the opportunity to access Outdoor Learning in a variety of forms throughout their time here, in accordance with their learning needs.  These take place in a range of locations, each of which provide different opportunities for learning:
· The main playground
· The EYFS area
· The raised beds for growing food
· The pond & nature garden
· Around the local area 
· Our Forest School Area
· Further afield on day visits and on residential trips.  

Teaching and learning the National Curriculum through Outdoor Learning 
We consider Outdoor Learning to be a fundamental part of planning and delivering lessons across the National Curriculum.  This may mean going outside to learn about nature for science or geography, or it may mean using the greater possibilities provided by outdoor spaces for other curriculum learning.  We believe that all school subjects can benefit from engagement with Outdoor Learning, not only those explicitly linked by subject content.  Within their planning, staff consider the most appropriate setting for each learning objective to be met, rather than assuming that lessons will be inside by default.

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
Outdoor Learning is an integral part of everyday learning in EYFS.  The pupils have free access to the EYFS playground throughout the day, and take part in a range of free flow and planned outdoor activities.

1:1 and small group interventions
As well as accessing Outdoor Learning during whole class lessons, pupils with additional needs, such as Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs, have the opportunity to access Outdoor Learning through 1:1 or small group interventions.  These sessions are led by Learning Support Assistants and Teaching Assistants in collaboration with the SENCo, and are planned and structured to support the learning and development of particular individuals according to their needs. 

Forest School
Forest School is a child-led, play-based programme of Outdoor Learning that originates in Scandinavia and was brought to the UK in the 1990’s.  IPS has a certified Forest School practitioner who is qualified to Level 3.  All pupils at IPS have the opportunity to take part in regular Forest School sessions, which take place in Our Forest School Area, and are carried out in line with the FSA’s ‘Principles and Criteria for Good Practice’ (https://forestschoolassociation.org/full-principles-and-criteria-for-good-practice/).

Community engagement
At IPS, we recognise the wealth of opportunities and resources present in our local area, including people, places and organisations.  We welcome contributions to our Outdoor Learning from parents/ carers and other volunteers in our local community, and we use our surrounding areas to support the pupils’ learning.  Through our community engagement, we aim to cultivate a sense of place and of belonging in our pupils, leading to an increased sense of social responsibility.  Consent for all activities within 1km of the school is covered by the Initial Consent Form, so separate permission within this area is not needed.  All engagement with the local community is carried out in line with our Safeguarding Policy.

Day visits and Residentials
Day visits further afield are arranged for each class at least once a term to deepen and enrich the learning taking place in school.  These are carried out in line with the IPS Educational Visits Policy.


Risk
We are committed to keeping pupils safe throughout all aspects of school life, and during Outdoor Learning activities, the school Health and Safety Policy remains in place.  Staff are responsible for risk assessing all activities which require additional support to that which takes place as a matter of course, as well as checking the outdoor area on the day for any additional/ new hazards that may have arisen.  Risk assessments relating to all areas of the school grounds have been carried out and staff are trained and aware of all the relevant procedures.  These are regularly updated to reflect any changes and developing understanding of the hazards.  On top of this, staff continuously assess risk on a moment-by-moment basis: pupils are always supervised during Outdoor Learning, and strategies for overseeing pupils and moving safely around outside are embedded in professional, day-to-day practice.  
We also understand that a long-term perspective on keeping pupils safe includes supporting them to manage risk for themselves.  This is a vital life skill that requires practice, and the variety of challenges presented by the outdoors can provide experiential opportunities for children to do this in a controlled environment.  Where possible, staff enable students to carry out their own risk-benefit analyses, helping them to decide for themselves whether or not the benefits outweigh the risks, and/or what precautions may need to be put in place to reduce those risks.  
We therefore take a balanced approach, acknowledging that exposure to suitable levels of risk are beneficial, while ensuring that those risks are managed effectively.  

Weather 
Risk associated with weather (e.g. too hot/ cold/ wet) is often cited as a barrier to Outdoor Learning.  Pupils are expected to come to school every day ready to spend time outside, bringing appropriate clothing, including wellies, waterproofs and/or sun protection.  Staff include indoor alternatives in their Outdoor Learning planning in case of any extreme weather (e.g. storms, high wind) that could compromise safety. 

First Aid and Medication
First aid is available by a qualified first aider at all times during Outdoor Learning.  When leaving the school site, at least one qualified first aider must be present, along with a first aid kit and any medications required by pupils according to their Care Plans (See Educational Visits Policy).  All accidents and near-misses are recorded and risk assessments are adapted accordingly, where necessary.

Fire Alarm Procedures
If the fire alarm sounds when pupils are outside, the lead staff member present will signal to the group to line up in front of them, and will lead the line to the muster point, as usual.  This is practised by classes, groups and staff members, and all children are familiar with the routine.

Safeguarding
The staff at IPS recognise the importance of vigilance regarding safeguarding in all aspects of school life including Outdoor Learning, and maintain an attitude of ‘it could happen here’.  All volunteers and adults who deliver or support our Outdoor Learning are aware of the school Safeguarding Policy and safeguarding procedures, and can only work unsupervised with groups of children if they have been DBS checked.  
Pupils may take the opportunity of being outside in a more flexible environment to disclose important information.  All adults are aware of the procedures for reporting concerns or disclosures, and the contact details for the Designated Safeguarding Lead and other members of the Safeguarding Team are displayed throughout the school building.
When leaving the school grounds, staff ensure that groups have an adequate child: adult ratio to mitigate any additional safeguarding risks posed by the outdoor setting e.g. risks from unknown adults.  These risks are assessed in accordance with the Educational Visits Policy and appropriate measures are put in place.  Additional risk assessments are carried out for children with SEND to ensure the safeguarding of all children during Outdoor Learning.  Details on toileting and Personal Care arrangements outside of the school grounds can be found in our Educational Visits Policy.
All further details on our safeguarding procedures can be found in our Safeguarding Policy.

Inclusion
Outdoor Learning has been found to benefit children of all abilities and backgrounds.  In line with the school’s policies regarding Inclusion, Equal Opportunities and Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), all pupils are included in the Outdoor Learning that takes place at OPS, regardless of SEND, medical needs, ethnicity, gender or religion.  To ensure that barriers are removed:
· Outdoor Learning opportunities are planned, adapted and differentiated to meet the needs and enable the participation of all learners, so that all pupils are able to progress.
· Risk assessments are carried out where appropriate to ensure the safety and inclusion of pupils with SEND and/or medical needs.
· Staff guard against any biases or assumptions based on stereotypes (e.g. gender, racial, religious) when engaging with Outdoor Learning. 

Assessment 
Assessment of the pupils’ learning is valued equally whether indoors or outdoors, and takes place in accordance with IPS  Assessment Policy.  Progress during Outdoor Learning is assessed and evidenced through a wide range of methods, such as staff observation, questioning, self and peer-assessment, staff or pupil written notes, mark making, photographs, videos and voice recordings.  This assessment is used to inform future learning.

Monitoring and Evaluation
The Outdoor Learning taking place at IPS is monitored by the Outdoor Learning Leader, Fiona Salisbury, and in discussion with all teaching staff to ensure the effectiveness of the teaching and learning taking place outside and the consistency of approach across the school.  The Outdoor Learning Leader submits an annual evaluation to the Headteacher and governors of key strengths in the Outdoor Learning already taking place and areas for improvement.  Together with this, they submit an action plan to highlight the priorities for the following year. 

Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed annually by the Governing Body as part of its schedule of policy review.

Fiona Salisbury
March 2025

Version 01. Issued Apr 242

image1.png




image2.png




