
Nursery- Progression of Knowledge and Skills

Term Knowledge Skills

Autumn 1

• Know how to hold a pencil to make 
a mark 

• To know how to hold and use a paint 
brush

• To know how to apply paint to paper
• To know what a horizontal, vertical 

lines and circles look like

• To use a pencil to free draw 
• To use a paintbrush to make a 

mark 
• To draw a vertical, horizontal 

line and circles 

Autumn 2

• To know that a magnet holds paper 
in place on an easel 

• To know how to use a pair of 
scissors 

• To attach paper to an easel using 
a magnet 

• To cut and rip different materials 
to make a collage

Spring 1 • To know that when you mix two 
paints together it changes colour 

• To know what a square and a 
rectangle is 

• To know that we use our eyes to 
look at what we are drawing 

• To mix two colours together 
• To identify squares and rectangles 
• To use horizontal and vertical 

lines to draw a square and 
rectangle

• To begin to look closely at an 
object and to draw with detail



Nursery- Progression of Knowledge and Skills

Term Knowledge Skills

Spring 2

• To know that different tools make 
different marks 

• To know what a circle is 
• To know the names of primary 

colours

• To use different tools to make 
different marks 

• To identify circles 
• To identify eyes, nose and a 

mouth
• To link colours to emotions 

Summer 1
• To know how to make a mark on 

different materials 

• To make a mark on different 

materials 

Summer 2

• To know that different materials 

make different effects 

• To know that natural materials can 

be used for artwork

• To use different materials to 

make different effects 

• To use natural materials to make 

a piece of artwork 


