
Year 5  - Progression of Knowledge and Skills- History

Term Knowledge Skills

Autumn 1

Topic: A study of the 

Leeds/Liverpool canal

NC: A study of an aspect 

or theme in British 

history that extends 

pupils’ knowledge 

beyond 1066

SC: Civilisations/ 

Pioneers

DC: Similarity and 

difference

How did the creation of 

canals change 

transport?

The Leeds–Liverpool Canal is a historic canal in the 

north of England and that it was built during the 

Industrial Revolution. 

The canal was constructed to:

Transport goods/ heavy loads such as coal, stone, 

textiles, and food

Link towns and cities to support trade and industry

Canal building began in the 18th century and took 

many years to complete

Canals were important before the development of 

railways

Place the Leeds–Liverpool Canal on a timeline 

alongside national events

Use historical vocabulary (e.g. Industrial Revolution, 

trade, transport)

Ask historical questions about local history

Use a range of sources, including:

Maps

Arial photographs

Photographs

Written accounts

Local visits or virtual tours

Understand the chronology of its development

Compare the canal’s use in the past with its use today



Year 5  - Progression of Knowledge and Skills- History

Term Knowledge Skills

Autumn 1

Topic: A study of the 

Leeds/Liverpool canal

NC: A study of an aspect 

or theme in British 

history that extends 

pupils’ knowledge 

beyond 1066

SC: Civilisations/ 

Pioneers

DC: Similarity and 

difference

How did the creation of 

canals change 

transport?

Note that in Blackburn, the canal existed before the 

railway

The canal helped towns along its route to grow and 

develop

The use of canals declined when railways became 

more popular

We know about the canal’s history through:

Maps

Photographs

Written records

Local evidence and remains

Explain cause and effect (e.g. why canals were built; 

why they declined)

Understand change and continuity over time

Make connections between local history and national 

history

Select and organise information from sources

Use evidence to support historical explanations



Year 5  - Progression of Knowledge and Skills- History

Term Knowledge Skills

Autumn 2

Topic: 

Spring 1

Topic: 

Spring 2

Topic: 

Summer 1

Topic: Anglo-Saxons and 

Scots

NC: Britain’s settlement 

by Anglo Saxons and 

Scots

SC: Beliefs 

DC: Causes and 

Consequence 

The Anglo-Saxons were a group of people who settled 

in Britain after the Romans left

The Scots came from Ireland and settled in parts of 

Scotland

Anglo-Saxons arrived in Britain from around AD 410–

1066

They formed kingdoms such as Wessex, Mercia, and 

Northumbria

Life in Anglo-Saxon Britain included:

Farming and trading

Villages and settlements

Daily life at home and work

Place the Anglo-Saxon and Scots period on a timeline

Use historical vocabulary (e.g. kingdom, settlement, 

pagan, Christian, invaders)

Ask and answer historical questions about people and 

events

Use primary and secondary sources to find information

Identify similarities and differences between life then 

and today
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Term Knowledge Skills

How did the beliefs of 

the Anglo-Saxons shape 

their time in Britain?

The Anglo-Saxons had their own laws, beliefs, and 

kings

They were mostly pagans, but later became Christian

Monasteries were important centres of learning and 

religion

Anglo-Saxons fought against Vikings and defended 

their kingdoms

They left evidence of their lives through:

Artefacts (jewellery, weapons, tools)

Written sources (laws, chronicles)

Place names

Graves and settlements

Anglo-Saxon society had different roles: kings, nobles, 

warriors, farmers, craftsmen

Describe how the Anglo-Saxons and Scots lived and 

worked

Explain cause and consequence (e.g. why kingdoms 

fought, why Christianity spread)

Understand change and continuity over time

Compare evidence from different sources and evaluate 

its reliability

Present historical information using:

Structured writing

Diagrams or maps

Oral explanations

Make links between local history (e.g., place names) 

and national event
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Term Knowledge Skills

Summer 2

Topic: Vikings vs Anglo-

Saxons

NC: Viking and Anglo-

Saxon struggle for the 

Kingdom of England to 

the time of Edward the 

Confessor

SC: Migration

DC: Historical 

Interpretation

Is it fair to describe all 

Vikings as brutal 

invaders?

The Anglo-Saxons lived in Britain after the Romans left, 

from around AD 410–1066

The Vikings came from Scandinavia (Denmark, Norway, 

Sweden) and began raiding Britain from late 8th 

century

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings often fought for land and 

power

Anglo-Saxon society included:

Kings, nobles, warriors, farmers, craftsmen

Village life, farming, and trade

Vikings were skilled seafarers and traders

The Vikings built longships to travel, raid, and trade

Place Vikings and Anglo-Saxons on a timeline and 

understand the chronological order

Use historical vocabulary (e.g., invasion, settlement, 

Danelaw, longship, pagan, Christian)

Ask and answer historical questions about people, 

events, and daily life

Use a variety of sources to find information (artefacts, 

texts, maps, images)

Compare similarities and differences between Vikings 

and Anglo-Saxons

Explain cause and consequence (e.g., why Vikings 

invaded, how communities changed)

Understand change and continuity over time
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Term Knowledge Skills

Summer 2

Topic: Vikings vs Anglo-

Saxons

NC: Viking and Anglo-

Saxon struggle for the 

Kingdom of England to 

the time of Edward the 

Confessor

SC: Migration

DC: Historical 

Interpretation

Is it fair to describe all 

Vikings as brutal 

invaders?

Some Vikings settled in Britain and became part of 

local communities

The Vikings and Anglo-Saxons had different beliefs:

Anglo-Saxons: Pagan and later Christian

Vikings: Norse gods (Odin, Thor)

Famous events include:

Viking raids on monasteries

The Danelaw – areas of Viking control in England

Battles between Vikings and Anglo-Saxons (e.g., Alfred 

the Great defending Wessex)

Evidence of life comes from:

Archaeology (tools, weapons, jewellery, longships)

Written sources (chronicles, sagas)

Place names

Artefacts in museums

Vikings influenced language, law, culture, and 

settlement in Britain

Identify and evaluate reliable sources of evidence

Describe aspects of Viking and Anglo-Saxon life using 

structured writing

Present findings through:

Speaking

Writing

Drawings, diagrams, or timelines

Make connections between local history (place names, 

settlements) and national history


