Nursery Curriculum Overview (2026-2027)
	
	Autumn 1 – 
It’s Good to be Me!

	Autumn 2 – 
Let’s Celebrate!
	Spring 1 – 
Winter Wonderland
	Spring 2 – 
Superheroes 
(People Who Help Us & Transport)
	Summer 1 – 
The Great Outdoors
(Life Cycles, Minibeasts and Growing)
	Summer 2 – 
Amazing Animals 

	
Key Learning
The ‘why’

	
To settle into a new class, with new rules and routines.

To develop new relationships with teachers and peers.

To understand who they are and who is part of their family.

To develop confidence with accessing provision. 


	
To develop an awareness of different festivals and celebrations in our community and around the world. 

To develop mutual respect and tolerance for others and their beliefs. 
	
To develop children’s knowledge and understanding of ‘cold’ place on our Earth.

To make children aware that there are other places on our Earth
	
To develop an understanding of different jobs and roles within our community.

To know that we can all be ‘super’ at different things. 

To develop awareness of different vehicles. 
	
To develop care and curiosity about plants and animals, including life cycles 
	
To develop an understanding of and curiosity about different habitats and the animals that live there. 

	
Characteristics of Effective Learning 

	
Active Learning: I keep trying
Creative and Critical Thinking: I try new things
Playing and Exploring: I always have a go

	
Active Learning: I can concentrate
Creative and Critical Thinking: I find ways to solve problems
Playing and Exploring: I like to pretend and play

	
Active Learning: I am proud of my achievements
Creative and Critical Thinking: I make links in my learning
Playing and Exploring: I am interested in the world around me




	
WOW Themes

	
September: Friendship Month

9th Sept: National Teddy Bear Day (Ginger’s Birthday)

14th-20th Sept: Jeans for Genes Week

21st Sept: World Gratitude Day 

October: Black History Month

4th Oct: Harvest Festival


	
31st Oct: Halloween

Nov: Parliament Week 

5th Nov: Bonfire Night

8th Nov: Diwali

9th – 13th Nov: Anti-Bullying Week

11-15th Nov: Nursery Rhyme Week

Nov: Children in Need

Nov: Road Safety Week

11th Nov: Remembrance Day

4th – 12th Dec: Hannukah

25th Dec: Christmas

	
29th-31st Jan: Big Garden Birdwatch

1st-9th Feb: National Storytelling Week

1st-7th Feb: Children’s Mental Health Week

6th Feb: Chinese New Year 

9th Feb: Pancake Day

14th Feb: Valentines Day
	
4th March: World Book Day

7th March: Mothers’ Day

18th March: Global Recycling Day

20th March: Red Nose Day

20th March: Oral Health Day
	
15th April: World Art Day

22nd April: Earth Day

23rd April: St George’s Day

7th May: National Space Day

11th-17th May: Mental Health Week

20th May: World Bee Day





	
1st June: Dinosaur Day

5th June: Butterfly Awareness

8th June: World Ocean Day

June: Pride Month

20th June: Fathers’ Day

22nd June: Windrush Day

YES WEEK!

	
Enrichment Opportunities

	
Meet the teacher
Teddy Bear’s Picnic (Ginger turning 4!)
Rosie’s Walk Outdoor Fun!
	
Pumpkin Picking
Pumpkin Scooping
WellComm Parent Workshop
Christmas Stay and Play 
Gift Wrapping Station

	
Early Talk Boost Parent Workshop
Decorating Pancakes
Valentines Stay and Play
Baking
Pyjama Story Day

	
Mothers’ Day Stay and Play
Visits from different people who help us
	
Butterfly rearing
Life Cycles
Minibeast hunts
Role play village
The Gruffalo Adventure
	
Reading Café
Chick / duck rearing
Getting Ready for Reception Parent Workshop
Fathers’ Day Stay and Play
YES Week!
Festival Week

	
British Value Focus 

	
Rule of Law

	
Tolerance
	
Mutual Respect
	
Individual Liberty
	
Democracy
	
Recap the 5 values

	
Oral Storytelling Book 
	
Rosie’s Walk

	
Dear Santa / Dear Zoo
	
Jasper’s Beanstalk
	
Brown Bear, Brown Bear

	
Oral Storytelling Vocabulary 

	
hen / across / around / over / past / through / under
	
santa / Christmas wrapped / car / small / kite / big / ball / bouncy / tiger / scary / paint / messy / trumpet / noisy / cat / fluffy

	
Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday / Friday / Saturday / Sunday / bean / planted / watered / dug / raked / sprayed / picked up / slugs / snails / mowed / waited / beanstalk / giants 

	
see / bear / bird / duck / horse / frog / cat / dog / sheep / goldfish / teacher / children / brown / red / yellow / blue / green / purple / white / black / gold

	
Core Theme Fiction Texts

	
Goat Goes to Playgroup

Maisy Goes to Nursery 

The Colour Monster



	
We’re Going on a Pumpkin Hunt

When Autumn comes 
(National Trust)

Hibernation Station


	
Squirrel’s Snowman

Maisy’s Snowy Day

When Winter comes
(National Trust)


	
There’s a superhero in your book

Real Superheroes

When Spring comes
(National Trust)




	
The Bumble Bear

Mad About Minibeasts

Lulu Loves Flowers





	
Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs

Boo! A Fishy Mystery

Farmer Duck

When Summer comes (National Trust)










	
Core Theme Fiction Vocabulary 

	
Goat Goes to Playgroup
coat / peg / sand / paint / easel / dress / book / cook / circle time / climb / home time 

Maisy Goes to Nursery
nursery / friend / coat / peg / good morning / painting / snack / toilet / wash / hands / story time / listen / rhyme time / playground / digging / sandpit / home time / goodbye 
 
The Colour Monster
happy / sad / angry / scared / calm / love 

	
We’re Going on a Pumpkin Hunt
pumpkin / scared / cats / over / under / around / through / cobwebs / bats / house / ghost

When Autumn Comes
leaves / colour / hat / tree / wind / red / orange / yellow / pinecone / acorn / chestnut / spiky / pumpkin / rake / apple

Hibernation Station
hibernation / snuggle / den / warm / forest / bat / bear / big / little / dark / hedgehog / frog / asleep
	
Squirrel’s Snowman
squirrel / boots / hat / snowman / head / nose / on / in / eyes / twigs / scarf / window

Maisy’s Snow Day
coat / hat / scarf / gloves / woolly socks / boots / cold / snow / crunchy / footprints / snowball / snowflakes / roll / twigs / pebbles / nose / eyes / mouth / igloo / hot chocolate

When Winter Comes
TBD
	
There’s a superhero in your book
Superhero / superpowers / strong / water / wash / umbrella / fast / quick / stretch / kind / 

Real Superheroes
superheroes / capes / mask / help / doctor / nurse / lost / police / cars / trucks / fire / firefighter / stethoscope / bin / binman / letters / postman

When Spring Comes
TBD
	
The Bumble Bear
Bear / honey / sad / tricky / bee / Queen Bee / flowers / hive / hero

Mad About Minibeasts
garden / ladybird / dragonfly / beetle / bee / summer / snail / slither / shell / slow / slug / slimy / worm / wriggle / spider / web / fly / ant / crawl / caterpillar / ladybird / wings / spots / bee 

Lulu Loves Flowers
TBD

	
Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs
attic / dust / dinosaurs / bent / bucket / junk / library / whispered / quiet / forgot / lost property

Boo! A Fishy Mystery!
Deep / blue / sea / tiny / pink / fish / gobble / red / octopus / crawl / scared / purple / puffer fish / green / turtle / yellow / eel / orange / crab / claws / teeth / grey / silver / sharks / ocean / cave

Farmer Duck
duck / farmer / cow / field / sheep / hen / sleepy / farmyard / upset / crept / wriggled / down / through / over / farm

When Summer Comes
summer / garden / flowers / sun hat / bugs / butterflies / water / vegetables / growing / picnic / hop / lake

	
Traditional Tales / Classic Favourites 

	
Settling in…
	
Chicken Licken
	
The Gingerbread Man

	
The Ugly Duckling

	
Jack and the Beanstalk

	
The Gruffalo


	
Core Non-Fiction Texts

	
Hello World! My Body! 
(Jill MacDonald)

	
First Festivals: Diwali!
	
First Festivals: Chinese New Year
	
Selection of people who help us books
	
Selection of life cycle books
	
Selection of habitat books

	
Core Little Wandle Rhymes

	
Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes 

Baa Baa Black Sheep 

Old MacDonald Had a Farm

	
Hey Diddle Diddle

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

Humpty Dumpty

	
The Grand Old Duke of York

Jack and Jill 

Miss Polly had a Dolly

	
Down at the Station

The Wheels on the Bus

5 Little Men in a Flying Saucer
	
Round and Round the Garden 

Incy, Wincy Spider

Mary, Mary Quite Contrary


	
A Sailor went to Sea

Row Row Row Your Boat 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5…Once I Caught a Fish Alive







	
Core Theme Vocabulary

	
mum / dad / brother / sister / house / pet / big / small

	
farm / harvest / food / tractor / farmer / halloween / pumpkin / ghost / spider / bat / bonfire night / bonfire / fireworks / poppy / soldier / Diwali / lamps / lights / winter / Santa / presents / Jesus / stable 

	
winter / snow / ice / snowflakes / snowballs / cold / igloo / North Pole / South Pole / England / polar bear / penguin




	
superhero / superpower / strong / kind / doctor / nurse / dentist / vet / firefighter / police office / police car / fire engine / ambulance
	
plant / soil / seed / water / sun / dig / spade / grow / flower / pot / watering can 
	
dinosaur / extinct / jungle / elephant / monkey / giraffe / hippo / zebra / ocean / puffer fish / turtle / shark / fish / farm / pig / sheep / horse / cow / hen / duck

	
Communication and Language
	
Simple Rules
Stop, look and listen

Listening to short stories 

Reciting short rhymes

	
Understanding ‘who’ questions

Answer a question with two parts 

Understand two-part instructions

Concentrating on more than one thing at once

Recall an event in a story

Reciting short rhymes

	
Understanding ‘what’ questions

Listen to longer stories and recall what happens 

Beginning to speak in longer sentence (4-6 words)

Clapping syllable into multi-syllabic words

Reciting short rhymes

	
Understanding ‘when’ questions

Beginning to understand topical vocabulary 

Retell a short story

Forming sentences of 4-6 words

Reciting short rhymes

	
Understanding ‘where’ questions’

Joining in with repeated refrains in stories

Short conversations with many turns with trusted adults

Organise myself and my play 

Knowing some familiar stories 

Reciting short rhymes


	
Understanding ‘why’ questions

Retell longer stories with repeated refrains

Using ‘and’ and ‘because’ to extend their sentences

Short conversations with many turns with peers

Using talk to organise themselves and their play

Sharing opinions

Reciting short rhymes
 


	
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	
Me & My Relationships 

	
Valuing Difference
	
Rights & Respect
	
Keeping Safe
	
Growing & Changing
	
Being My Best




	
Physical Development
	
Rolling






Balance Bikes
Assault Course

Wiggle Me into Squiggle
Cutting Station

	
Throwing

Short Dances 




Scooters
Assault Course

Wiggle Me into Squiggle
Dough Disco
Cutting Station


	
Catching

Group Games 




Tricycles
Assault Course

Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle
Dough Disco
Cutting Station
Funky Fingers Station
	
Climbing
Balancing
Hopping




Bikes & Scooters
Climbing Frame

Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle
Dough Disco
Cutting Station
Funky Fingers Station
	
Fundamental Movement Skills





Bikes & Scooters
Climbing Frame

Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle
Dough Disco
Cutting Station
Funky Fingers Station
Threading Station

	
Fundamental Movement Skills

Moving and handling heavy objects 

Bikes & Scooters
Climbing Frame

Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle
Dough Disco
Cutting Station
Funky Fingers Station
Threading Station
Tracing Station


	Literacy
	
Comprehension: Logos / sharing books

Phase 1: Auditory discrimination: same or not them same (RfS 1 & 2)

Writing: Wiggle Me into Squiggle (pre-mark making) – Week 1 to 5

	
Comprehension: road signs / sharing books

Phase 1: Begin to clap syllables in words (RfS 3)

Phase 1: Words as units of sound (RfS 4)

Name recognition (with picture)

Phase 1: Start to blend sounds using pictures (RfS 8)

Writing: Wiggle Me into Squiggle (pre-mark making) – Week 6 to 10

	
Comprehension: Exploring print with different purposes

Phase 1: Recognising words with the same initial sounds (RfS 5)

Phase 1: Identifying initial sounds in words

Name recognition (with picture)

Phase 1: Become more confident with blending sounds with pictures

Writing: Squiggle While You Wiggle – Move 1 & 2
  
	
Comprehension: turning pages in a book

Phase 1: Spotting rhymes (RfS 6)

Name recognition (without picture)

Phase 1: Secure with blending sounds using pictures (RfS 8)


Little Wandle picture cards (s-k)

Writing: Squiggle While You Wiggle – Move 3 & 4


	
Comprehension: locating the book cover, title and author

Name recognition using initial sounds (small groups)

Phase 1: Continue rhyming strings (RfS 7)

Phase 1: Blending sounds without pictures

Writing: Squiggle While You Wiggle – Move 5 & 6

Writing: Initial sound in name

Phase 1: Segment sounds in CVC words

Writing: Explore writing sounds


	
Comprehension: reading left to right, top to bottom

Phase 1: Little Wandle picture cards (e-z)

Phase 1: Blending sounds without pictures (RfS 9)

Name writing 

Phase 1: Segment sounds in CVC words

Writing: Squiggle While You Wiggle – Move 7, 8 & 9




	
Maths
	
Explore repeats
Hear and say number names
More than, Fewer than, Same
Explore and build with shapes

	
Begin to order number names
I See 1, 2, 3
Join in with repeats
Explore position and shape
	
Show Me 1, 2, 3
Move and label 1, 2, 3
Explore position and routes
Explore own first patterns
	
Talk and give 1, 2, 3
Talk about dots
Match, talk, push and pull
Compare and sort collections

	
Lead on own patterns
Start to puzzle
Making patterns
Make games and actions
	
Show me 5
Stop at 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Match, sort and compare
My own pattern










	
Understanding of the World
	
Science
My Body
Exploring Autumn

History
Me as a baby


Geography
My special place
My classroom
My class community

RE
Harvest

	
Science
Autumn – Natural Materials

History
Poppy Day
Bonfire Night


Geography
Celebrations around the globe

RE
Diwali
Christmas

	
Science
Sinking and Floating
Changing States of Matter (Melting)

History
Poppy Day
Bonfire Night


Geography
Our Town

RE
Special Places

	
Science
People Who Help Us

History
Timeline - Seasons
Bonfire Night


Geography
People Who Help Us in the Community

RE
Easter

	
Science
Planting
Life Cycles

History
St George


Geography
England Flag

RE
Stories Jesus Told

	
Science
Caring for animals
Changing states of matter
Exploring forces and magnets

History
My Timeline


Geography
Our New School

RE
Prayer


	Seasons & Weather - observations

	
Expressive Arts and Design

	
Art
Mark making
Van Gogh

DT
Using glue to join materials
Cooking: Pizza Faces

Seasonal Crafts: Hibernation Boxes

Music
Rhyme time

	
Art
Creating and Exploring
Pablo Picaso

DT
Using masking tape to join materials

Music
Rhyme time

Play instruments with increasing control

	
Art
Colour Mixing
Henri Matisse

DT
Structures: using glue and tape to join materials (buildings in our town)

Music
Rhyme time

Listen with increased attention to sounds (sound discrimination)

Sing the pitch of a tune sung by somebody else
	
Art
Portraits and Expressions
Kelvin Okafor

DT
Using paper clips to join materials

Music
Rhyme time

Sound matching games
	
Art
Exploring Painting
Vik Muniz

DT
Using split pins to join materials

Music
Rhyme time

Give their opinions on musical instruments when listening to them
	
Art
Exploring Artists
Andy Goldsworthy

DT
Textiles: animal masks

Music
Rhyme time

Remember and sing entire songs

Create own songs or improvise familiar ones

Give their opinions on musical instruments when playing them



